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Karl Friedrich Vollgraff (1794-1863) was — surprise, surprise — a bleeding jurist. Actually a fanatic for
detail even by the standards of his profession. “Die teutschen Standesherren” is one of the densest and
most impenetrable lawbooks on German nobiliary law that I've encountered. In any event, his heart and
mind were in the right place, and he ranks high up in the intellectual pantheon of the German
counterrevolutionaries. There is one particular work of his, entitled Die Tiduschungen des
Reprisentativsystems (https://books.google.com/books ?id=mbtGAAAAcAA]) [The Illusions of the
Representative System] (1832) that merits special attention. A succinct work at under 100 pages, it is an
absolutely devastating refutation of political liberalism and representative government from a
traditional Germanic landstdndisch and aristocratic perspective, very capably juxtaposing the forgotten
traditional and the hegemonic revolutionary conceptions. In any investigation of just what was estate-
based representation and just what was this “old regime” that liberalism overthrew to begin with, itis a
good introduction via negative comparison.

In his telling, prior to 1789 Germany knew only the class system and its constitutions, and nothing of
modern representative government. Vollgraff sets up a four-stage anthropological taxonomy of political
development that he uses for illustrative purposes throughout. These stages are temperamental peoples
(savages), free peoples (shepherds, hunters, conquering nomads), right-peoples (right as in “recht” —
sedentary agriculturists) and state-peoples (Indo-Aryans, Egyptians, Greeks). In this schema no nation
ever abandons or is able to abandon the gradual class commanded by its nature and enter a higher one.
Germans, Celts and Slavs are all firmly in the third stage as “right-peoples.”

A mass of people which, in fact or by virtue of private law, is divided into structured castes or estates
and differs in life, corresponds only and solely to a representation in the form of an estate [Stand],
divided into distinct representative blocs based on political class that vote as a collective interest, i.e.
curiae.

In the German case, Vollgraff writes that in their private life through their hierarchical superiors, family
leaders (seniors and primogeniti) and municipal authorities the Germans were afforded a representative
constitution of a territorial nature. Just like in the curia of the provincial diets, the right to sit on one of
these assemblies was a personal, life-long one inherited as an intergenerational trust and belonging to
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the persons who were the legal superiors, defenders and protectors of their peers and subordinates; their
subordinates did not choose them on an ad-hoc basis for their representatives, but they were already
very much in their own right and by virtue of their duty. Only the freest wealthy peasantry chose its
deputies, but in most cases only its village authorities. Even the unfree peasantry found in its landlords
(clergy and knighthood) its natural defender.

Furthermore, before the modern Westphalian state and in feudal conditions, the territorial possessions of
princes were often non-contiguous and hence there could be no such thing as a National Assembly:

Just as in private life the possessions of a prince very often formed nothing at all like a homogenous
coherent whole, but rather were scattered as isolated units or only existed alongside each other, as
they had been successively acquired diversis ex titulis and rebus sic stantibus, so this diversity was
also corroborated by the fact that every self-contained acquisition, theoretically called provincial, also
had its own conventional particular-state assemblies. If there were also general or communal
landtagen, especially in multilevel, originally homogeneous territories (eg Anhalt, Mecklenburg,
Reuss, Hanover since 1820, etc.), this was due to the particularism and the special interests of the
provincial estates and individual territories. Negotiations were only conducted on these communal
provincial agendas, and indeed communal matters.

There are two pertinent phenomena in the older representative constitutions: first, the estate diets were
extraordinary in nature and not permanently standing bodies, convened in cases where the prince
required a levy of taxes and/or troops. However, the impermanent nature of the estates and the purely
royal prerogative in convening them was offset by a customary right for the estates to appoint
permanent commissions in between diets particularly when a great volume of resources was being
given.

As a royal prerogative, the prince alone quartered the diet. But further still all legislation emanated from
his own self-sufficient right, i.e. “he alone, partly in part as the sole owner of sovereignty, was entitled to
the initiative, i.e. the submission of new treaties to be concluded with the estates, now called laws, but he
was free to present them at will, and if he did so, and often did so, because the estates attached to their
execution the approval of the requisite subsides, the submission to him, however, was largely due to him
in the form of an ordinance emanating from him alone, without being prompted by the Estates in the
least to reciprocate.”

“In matters which did not directly affect the tax exemption and other well-acquired rights and freedoms
of the individual estates, but more or less depended on the mera facultas of the owner of the sovereignty
and land sovereignty, stood the estates which were never the owners of the latter, nor in terms of a
consent of the governed, but merely a possible right of consultation, insofar as they were presented to
them for their own consideration.”

However, the infrequent convening of these assemblies did not in any way signify an arbitrary
government or a form of tyranny. The reason for this is that the range of affairs requiring cooperation
between a prince and the estates was quite narrow, and more often than not they had separate and non-
overlapping spheres of right and duties. Vollgraff enumerates a great deal of these, among others these
are:

1. Guardianship matters of the princely house do not concern the Staende, because they are a house
matter or something of a private royal prerogative.

2. Land divisions and divestments did not (for these were done again either under feudal law or private
inheritance laws), but in the case of simple divisions among brethren or nomads, the estates would here
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and there preserve, by means of old assurances, the community of estates assemblies.

3. Unless special treaties or custom were granted, the Estates could not claim an annual bill of exchange
for the proceeds of the royal demesne and feudal possessions, since they were considered to be
household goods and income, which they historically had no right to.

4. As long as one did not desire subsidies or contributions (for example, to the costs of war and
legislation), the external conditions were quite outside the range of the demand of the Estates, because
they were only domestic and court affairs.

5. Absence of a unified treasury: according to old statute rights, there was almost no total national debt,
but every part (prince and estates) and every province had its own.

6. No uniformity of private rights and duties, but great diversity and no authority neither on the part of
the princes nor the estates, by general civil-law books to forcibly introduce such uniformity of rights.

7. No military conscription.

Vollgraff quotes another author to the extent that though the subjects of a sovereign are in certain,
precisely determined dependencies and obligations to him, they are also incidentally independent and
also have, like himself, their own manifold interests, which, as far as they are purely individual for
themselves, may through association become communal interests.

That there were elective elements in the feudal system is clear, but these did not imply any
representative constitution, since the elective elements were of a class-based and military character: “The
feudal system, however, knows nothing of a people’s sovereignty, but conversely the supreme feudal
lord is the source of all, at first, however, barely noticeable governmental powers; all vassalite sub-
governmental rights derive from him, even though he himself has already sunk to the shadow lord by
the greed and defiance of his vassals. It was not the Franks who chose Pipin on the Franconian throne,
but the great vassals and high clerics; not the people chose Hugh Capet as king, but the great vassals and
high clerics; they did not explain it, or in turn made the French kings hereditary, but their gradual
striving and the growing power of the Capetians; not the Teutonic people chose Arnulf on the German
throne, but the great vassals, etc.”

Nor can the elective elements of the Germanic tribes described by Tacitus be considered as anticipating a
representative constitutions, since these were half-hunter nomad peoples for whom any form of
government is a peculiarity.

The only effective equality here is that every pre-existing established right is entitled to equal protection.

Now, comparing this to a modern constitution, modern democratic representation presupposes that
from the above few aggregates of protected but differently entitled subjects a homogeneous population
of the same population, no longer divided into classes, classes, assets and occupations, is called a people.
How will this happen? The snarky answer: “It could be formed by magic, or by a spring-stroke, or, at
least, that only such people’s elections would be needed to turn such a colorful unequal population
backwards into such a private and legal unity and equality.”

The absurdity of democratic representation becomes more evident when the quantitative over
qualitative aspect of it is taken into account:
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No longer do they appear from the various estates, as well-born or self-entitled superiors, defenders,
and protectors of their comrades and subordinates, and not even of these last elected deputies, but
the mere number of souls determines the number of representatives of the people (including beggars,
servants, wives, children, etc.), regardless of the fact that this number of souls is even a mathematical
absurdity, since these cannot be added together — and these, by a mere arbitrary death and division
of different proportions of the populace determine the number and proportion of representatives,
and consistently, not the representatives of their concrete voters, their electoral districts, but rather
each one is representative of the whole people, of the whole country. They may therefore no longer
accept powers or instructions (for this would tear the artificial unity of the people’s will)... The
elected may not have seen his voters in their residences in his whole life, knows nothing of their
concrete need and their needs, but neither does he need to either, since he does not represent them,
but the fake “whole people,” even this fake creature likes to have a finite, identical interest.

Vollgraff has no love for indirect representation, electoral colleges and other such measures that have
frequently been applied to avoid pure majoritarianism. They only confound the issue: “In these people’s
elections, however, yet another deception comes to light, and indeed that of its mediacy, for this is
almost identical to a lottery drawing or election by lot in relation to the original voters. The larger a
country is, and the smaller the proportion of actual representatives must be determined, if the assembly
of them is not to become an unformed corpus, the more urgent becomes the imperative of indirect
elections... That in such mediate elections the individual interests of the various classes, as they are still
present and can not be forcibly denied away, can be thought away completely, completely ignored, so
that the original voters are often not the ones actually represented at all.”

Majorities are always tenuous and shifting, with different percentages of the country at war with the
others:

Neither the fictitious people nor the individual classes are, therefore really represented in a Chamber
of Representatives so chosen, but this is only an aggregate coined by chance, and it follows that
which pleases the individuality of the majority of the individuals. Hence in one session a royalist, in
the next a democrat, and in the third a ministerial middle class, while in the country itself all these
pros and cons, all these nuances, are foreign, but nevertheless they have to put up with it. What this
lot decides optimally about, from whence it comes, that one and the same mass rule of such
representative assemblies is applauded by one district and cursed by the other, and only in the most
fortunate case are all classes satisfied, happy that a lottery ticket has won by accident.

Unitary government and administrative unification breeds discontent: “Provincial estates, however,
were and are, according to the system of classes, just as naturally a necessary mirror image of the
province in subjective relation, as general estates are a reflex of the whole country. If one takes them
from the provinces, one takes, as it were, the capstone out of the vaults of their provincialism; one loses
his political hold and base. Therefore, even after wars and land assignments, nothing is more painful for
the inhabitants than when, for centuries, closely linked countries or provinces are cut into pieces and
passed on to various, completely foreign, new masters.”

“The old estates meetings convened according to need their permanent deputations, like the
representative assemblies, did not resemble a lottery, but a prudent trading business, a well-informed
agency, and so did not excite, like a lottery drawing, the tension, anxiety, and curiosity of the whole
country,” he continues.
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Vollgraff also laughs at the entire fiction of a “government shutdown”: “By the way, nothing is more
ridiculous and inconsequential than when people’s representatives are threatening to refuse taxes
altogether, since the budget of the state is principally their business, and the government is still in
charge.” How can the representatives refuse to give something that doesn’t belong to them?

Representative assemblies are not convened by a higher authority, they convene themselves in their own
right: “According to the representative system, the representative assembly is, by virtue of the popular
sovereignty which underlies it her own head, her own beginning and her own end, that is, she is elected
at the appointed time without the electoral command of the government, she gathers at the appointed
time without calling a convocation, she constitutes herself, examines her own elections, selects her
president, who handles the sessions herself, throws out representatives who do not approve of her, is
invulnerable and irresponsible because of her insults and rudeness...”

The necessary inversions follow: all regal and feudal possessions are state property, representatives
control the sovereign’s political appointments, a unification of all treasuries into one state budget and
hence a general national budget that sets the scene for more bitter distributional struggles, “the
previously protected subjects of a prince are now citizens and may freely emigrate freely, which they do
with great haste,” violent uniformity of private rights by positive civil law books, conscription, extensive
jus eminens or legal infringement authority of private property, as soon as only the representatives find
it necessary, a centralization system by means of sharply demarcated departmental ministries, so that
the provinces, cities and municipalities are and will be deprived of all and any self-management of their
local affairs, completely equal and geographical division of countries without regard to their former
historical provincial aggregation, etc. etc.

Nonetheless, all these conditions reflect the private life of modern European peoples. Specifically,
Vollgraff points to the destruction of fee tails, fideicommissum, primogeniture and other hard property
in favor of liquid monetary wealth, in addition to the expropriation of the clergy and their reduction into
mere citizens like anyone else, as well as the personal freedom of the peasantry integrating them into the
bourgeoisie, with their houses and furniture often exceeding the value of their actual land plots.

In the future, the least one could do is exclude all non-proprietors from representation, since after all one
who submits to a city as a tenant has no right to co-own in the governance of the city itself as a lord or
burgomaster:

Anyone who settles down as a guest in a city as a member, assessor, tenant, etc. submits to the laws
of the city and has no right to co-own them. In general, all non-proprietors and all foreign-born must
be absolutely excluded from the elections. If the latter buy in the country, then first of all the children
raised there may be regarded as native, for only the innate sympathy and attachment to the real first
home makes them patriotic. One does not change the homely feelings arbitrarily like a shirt.
Scholarship, the Christian religion, science, and speculation then have no fatherland, no home,
and it is absurd to be represented at such at a diet where only material local interests are to be
represented.

“Scholarship, the Christian religion, science, and speculation then have no fatherland” — what a truth.
Alas, who in this deracinated soil can represent material local interests? Do they still exist? I do not
know.

This entry was posted in Feudalism, Liberalism, Monarchy. Bookmark the permalink.
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Trophy taking in war was common among foragers in N.
America & New Guinea, but doesn't seem to have been as
common among foragers elsewhere. Hypothesis: horses
(in NA) & canoes (parts of NA & NG) facilitated spread of

practice via extensive intercultural contact+ease of
transport
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Is moon worship not religious faith? The West's
evolutionary view of religion (and everything else) is a
poison.

The Broletariat @Scholf A_Loaf

Why did no one tell me Elephants have religion and observed to Worship
the Moon? Who has been keeping this information from me??

8:32 PM - Feb 4, 2021 @
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Explore what's happening on Twitter

Stone Age Herbalist @Paracelsus1092 - Feb 5, 2021 y

Archaeologists are terrified by the implications of their genetics
research. A rear guard action is starting to clamp down on how results
are reported - no more male war bands, shape the public discourse,
more critical theory.

tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.10...
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Brilliant case study of this was Tom Booth and Cheddar
Man.

Booth admitted in an article that they should use their
findings to try and disconnect white British people from
the prehistoric inhabitants in order to fight nationalism
and "white supremacy"
(pia-journal.co.uk/articles/10.53...)

3:40 AM - Feb 5, 2021 ©)
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Raudgrani RINPVYRIH @GraniRau - Jan 31, 2021 y
Replying to @GraniRau

| have zero reason to believe that a black regime in America wouldn't
be racist. They'd have blacks in charge and discriminate against
everyone else. Black regimes in Africa have had no problem doing so,
even against peoples not considered white. Even against other
Africans.

Raudgrani RINPVRAH
@GraniRau

| haven't heard of any regimes outside of some liberal
ones created by whites that cared for equality as an ideal,
either. You might hear about how diverse the Mongol, or
Chinese, or Roman empires were, but at the end of the
day they did have a ruling ethnic group in each one.
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Whites go, the West and all its ideas go too. Liberals and leftists

advocate for ideas that do not work, and in the end undermine
whoever puts them into practice.

Raudgrani RINPVRAH
@GraniRau

| see a lot of people mocking "white supremacists" for
being afraid of whites losing power. Yeah, no shit. Look at
the lot of those who lack power or protection by power.
Why should white people want that? States and politics
are far more temporary than ethnicities and genetics.
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This is a key difference | have with liberal or leftist
thought. They don't see, or refuse to see, the tribal,
in-group oriented part of human nature. Genetic
nepotism. What they scream about as racism is
mostly that(or made up bullshit) in the end.
twitter.com/yaboiolii/stat...
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| see a lot of people mocking "white supremacists” for being afraid of
whites losing power. Yeah, no shit. Look at the lot of those who lack
power or protection by power. Why should white people want that?
States and politics are far more temporary than ethnicities and
genetics.

Raudgrani RINPVRIH
@GraniRau

| don't give a shit about the West, personally. It is going to
collapse. Once that happens all the "rules" established are
going to go too, and whoever carves out new polities and
tribes will be the winners in the aftermath. This is how it
has always been.
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Assume white people ARE reduced to a weak minority, marginalized
in politics and society. Would someone then be obliged to advocate
for us? Would these leftists do it? Many of them are white themselves,
they'd be in the same situation as all other whites.

Raudgrani RINPVRIH
@GraniRau

Some non-white people would have the power. Why
would they care about us? If you are some kind of leftist
or white hater, explain to me ONE instance where some
non-white ethnicity ever sacrificed its own interests and
power for the sake of some other group of people.
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Take the Han. Dominant in China for thousands of years now, didn't
really control all they do today at first. They absorbed many other
Chinese sub-groups(some still around today) and conquered or
Sinified many non-Chinese barbarians.

Raudgrani RINPVRAH
@GraniRau

Their current supremacy is the result of past successes and
propagation. Should they give that up? | don't see why
they'd want to. They are in a position where they have
power and no other people is making decisions
concerning their survival or status.

7:15 PM - Jan 31, 2021 @
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Read 1 reply

Raudgrani RINPVYRIH @GraniRau - Feb 3, 2021 y
Replying to @GraniRau

Here's most of the well known verses from Isaiah 11. The lion will
eat straw like the ox, the wolf will live with the lamb, that stuff. |
quote them to show you the reality of these "prophecies”(these
sorts of proclamations were not prophecies in their original sense)

Raudgrani RINPVRIH
@GraniRau

Pay attention to this part. After all the rather
sentimental stuff above, we get to the real point. Judah
and Israel will unite to destroy the Philistines, plunder
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LHIC CasLciricts, Lorngyuer cUuouin, Alnorl, drd vivdu.

Suddenly all the fantasies of unnatural peace are gone.
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Raudgrani RINPPRIH @GraniRau - Feb 3, 2021 L 4
Replying to @GraniRau

The desire to avoid war and conflict at all costs. As if people
wouldn't die anyway. As if that is something that also must be
avoided. Where did this obsessive fear of death come from? As if
conflict were alien to our nature, and "division" was imposed by
something else.

Raudgrani RINPVRAH
@GraniRau

Human division and conflict exists for the same reason
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that lions hunt. This is how we were made. Imperialism
and state building won't change it any more than
religious or political programs will. Were the gods
wrong in doing this? Are the gods wrong for being
what they are?
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Raudgrani RINPVYRIH @GraniRau - Feb 3, 2021 y
Replying to @GraniRau

A coward believes he will ever live

if he keep him safe from strife:

but old age leaves him not long in peace
though spears may spare his life.- Havamal.

Raudgrani RINPVRIH
@GraniRau

The way things are does not conform to human desires
of the moment. Nor will it, nor should it. | think one
reason that they hate our gods so, is that the gods tell
truths that some do not want to hear. Man is NOT the
measure of all things. We fit into a much bigger order.
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| am going to point out fallacies and deceptions here when | can.
Rome's rise to power and its empire building was well before
Christianity. The empire was the result of the imperialist Republic
breaking down. And it was all done under the aegis of the Roman
gods.

Raudgrani RINPVRAH
@GraniRau

It can't really be attributed to Jesus. This is a repeat of
the Hellenistic Jewish idea that the gentile nations all
have a ruling angel(probably meant to be evil ones) like
Israel has Michael. The railing against "the nations" in
the Bible is cope for Israel not having power.
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Eusebius' Praise of Constantine, among his other works, presents
a very overt globalist ideology. So much of what he says, and the
assumptions behind it all, are around today in slightly different
trappings. No coincidence here, the source of the modern version
is the older one.

Raudgrani RINPVRIH
@GraniRau

Eusebius blames war and strife on humans being

divided into separate nations and polities. And the
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ultimate reason for this division was the evil pagan
gods. Which Jesus defeated in order to establish a
single order. Multiple governments and types of
government will be abolished.
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Eusebius' Praise of Constantine, among his other
works, presents a very overt globalist ideology.
So much of what he says, and the assumptions
behind it all, are around today in slightly different
trappings. No coincidence here, the source of the
modern version is the older one.
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The idea of equality or "aequitas" has never impressed me
because it is apparent that people are not equal. Nor does the
world reward you for being stupid, weak, and willfully ignorant.
And no one, not even the Christians, ever got anywhere by
cultivating those traits.

Raiden @SeekerRaiden
The origin of libtardism

Raudgrani RINPVRAH
@GraniRau

The fact that the Christians had to say "he who does
not work, let him not eat"(Paul's words) tells it all. Their
principle of helping even the worthless attracted bums
and grifters(the dumber sort that didn't have the
charisma to preach). They were wrong and had to
admit it.
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Something something emergent properties.

ELBrooks- medieval futurist @PoetRegressive

Cringe: life requires an intelligent design because of the irreducible
complexity of its physical parts

Based: life requires a formal cause from a living agent because it has
perfections not present in unliving matter twitter.com/Atticist/statu...

2:02 AM - Feb 7, 2021 ©)

Q 2 O Reply T Share

Explore what's happening on Twitter

Raudgrani RINbPRAH Yy
@GraniRau

Is "might is right" a pagan idea? | brought up this
as a topic worth discussing before. Way back in
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Memes like this make me think that discourse on both ends is
largely that of idiots. That and it is always more convenient to
strawman your opposition. | can't argue with that,
ruthlessness tends to win, and they want to win.
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The laws did not allow for blasphemy or public impiety in pagan

societies, either. There are interestina early medieval law codes.
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One concerning the Frisians indicates that violating sacred places
was punishable by death. One Christian missionary we know of
paid this penalty.
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We know that Iceland had strict penalties for
blasphemy and disrespect of sacred places. Often it
was the greater outlawry, permanent excommunication
from society and any legal protection. The most serious
punishment they normally imposed.
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